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North  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICER 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1956* 


Public  Health  Officer: 

F.R.  Lawson  M.P.H.I.A. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  1956. 


HOUSING. 


As  a  preliminary  to  dealing  with  unfit  houses  in  the  district, 
consideration  was  given  to  the  question  of  providing  additional 
Council  houses.  A  detailed  housing  survey  was  commenced  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year. 


Number  of  houses  in  district 
(1951  Census) 

Number  of  inspections. 

Number  houses  found  to  be  in 

disrepair. 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be 

unfit . 

Number  of  houses  derelict  and 

unoccupied 
Number  of  houses  repaired. 


546 

547 

1  56 


Demolition  and  closing  Orders  made 


NIL. 


Improvement  Grants 


Inspections 
Grants  made 
Refused 

Houses  improved 


5 

2 

NIL 

5 


New  Houses 


Inspections  3 
Commenced  1 
Completed  ■  NIL 


Council  House  Sites:  Inspections/Surveys  10 

Building  Byelaws:  Inspections  20 

Applications  granted  14  Refused  NIL. 

Dangerous  Structures.  Inspections  9.  Dangerous  conditions  found  7 
Removed  5» 


v'/ATER  SUPPLIES . 

A:  Publicly  owned  supplies. 

Number  of  houses  with  individual  supply. 


Masham  R.D.C.  Supply  441 
Bedale  R.D.  Supply.  8 
Leeds  Corporation  Supply  5 
Harrogate  u  u  _ 2 


4. 


Number  of  houses  sharing  a  supply 


B:  Privately  Owned  Supplies. 

Number  of  houses  with  individual  supply. 

Swinton  Village  Supply  39 

Individual  Farm  Supplies.  38 

T7 


C :  Number  of  houses  without  piped  supplies. 

Isolated  Farm,  Cottages  9  (Estimated). 

Inspections.  Public  Supplies. 


Collection 

Works 

87 

Distribution  Systems 

82 

Individual 

Supplies 

Service 

79 

Private  Supplies  1 1 

Defects  found  and  repaired. 

Burst  Pipes.  Defective  Fittings.  Other  Defects 

Mains  Supplies.  2  35  26 

Service  Supplies.  21  14  2 

Investigations  of  additional  sources  -  43 

Inspections  in  respect  of  improvements  to  the  supplies  ~  71 


New  Connections;  -  2 


Masham,  Healey  and  Fearby  Supply. 

Estimated  Quantity  of  water  supplied.  -  18^-  million  gallons. 

Samples.  Satisfactory.  Suspicious.  Unsatisfactory. 

Agra  Supply.  1  22 

Smeltstones.  3  - 

Agra  Plantation.  3  - 

A  scheme  for  augmenting  the  supply  and  improving  the  system  of 
distribution  was  prepared  and  submitted  for  Ministry  approval. 

Lillingstring  and  Ellington  Supply. 

Estimated  Quantity  Supplied  -  5  million  gallons. 


Samples.  Satisfactory.  Suspicious.  Unsatisfactory 

lillingstring  Supply.  2  - 

High  Ellington  Supply.  22  2 

For  periods  during  the  year  the  Ellingstring  supply  was  inadequate 
and  the  Low  Ellington  and  Sutton  Grange  systems  had  to  be  connected  to 
springs  at  High  Ellington,  giving  a  supply  of  doubtful  purity  at  a 
poor  pressure. 

Various  alternative  sources  to  augment  the  supply  were  investigated 
an  I  a  scheme  of  improvements  was  in  preparation. 

.'..icon  Supply. 


Estimated  Quantity  Supplied:  -  2  million  gallons. 

Samples  -  Satisfactory  -  2. 

Considerable  improvements  were  carried  out  to  the  ram  drive  and 
spring  supplies. 

Details  were  obtained  for  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  to  extend  the 
supply  and  provide  a  higher  reservoir. 


3w inton-  Supply. 

Samples. 


1 


Auspicious 
SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE . 


The  Masham  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  was  commenced  in 
August.  At  the  end  of  the  year  80$  of  thd  work  was  completed. 

Inspections:  Sewers  83. 

Works  64. 

8  surveys  of  the  sewerage  of  Ell.ingstring  Village  were  carried  out 
as  a  preliminary  to  the  preparation  of  a  suitable  scheme. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE _ -  GENERAL. 


Inspection  of  Sewers  31  of  drains  54 
Repairs  carried  out  9  "  15 

New  drains  inspected  7  Completed  7. 

Conversions  to  water  carriage  -  6. 

Estimated  number  of  houses  (a)  with  water  closets  -  369 

(b)  without  water  closets  -  177 

Ditches  and  Streams.  Inspected  15*  Cleaned  out  7* 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Inspections  19.  Repairs  5. 

Consideration  was  given  to  the  question  of  reconstructing  and 
resiting  the  public  conveniences. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Inspections  re  Collection  15. 

-disposal  -  Healey  Tip  -  30.  Fearby  Tip  -  9 

Other  sites  -  5* 

Litter  Baskets.  Inspections  10. 

Additional  baskets  provided  '3. 

Healey  Pasture  Quarry  was  developed  as  a  new  tipping  site  with  a 
considerable  improvement  in  the  disposal  of  refuse. 

The  old  tip  at  Fearby  was  levelled  off  and  covered. 

The  collection  service  was  extended  to  Swinton  Village. 


mi DENT  CONTROL. 

No. 

Inspected. 

Infested. 

Treated. 

arms . 

110 

27 

3 

T" 

Bp.  si  ne  s s  p r emi  s  e  s . 

93 

39 

8 

8 

D orne stic  premises. 

547 

21  0 

5 

5 

L. A.  property. 

8 

8 

5 

5 

Farm  contracts  outstanding  with  the  County  Council  Agricultural 
Committee  -  18. 

A  rodent  and  insect  control  service  was  provided  by  the  Council  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  and  has  been  effective  and  satisfactory. 


FOOD, 


Food  Premises.  No. 


Food  Shops.  17 
Ice  Cream  Shops.  6 
Bakehouses.  3 
Public  Houses.  8 
Stalls/vehicles.  6 
Cafes/Cahteens/Clubs.  6 


Inspections. 

1  0 

4 

2 

4 

4 

2 


No 


Slaughter  houses. 
Food  Factories. 


Inspections. 

6 

3 


N 


Informal  advice  regarding  compliance  with  the  relevant  leqal 
requirements  was  given  in  most  cases.  No  formal  action  was  taken. 

.Slaughtermens  Licences  Issued  -  6  . 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections.  -  64 


4 


Sheep. 

84 

84 


Calves. 

2 

2 


7 


Meat  Inspected.  Beasts.  Pigs, 

No.  Slaughtered.  71  41 

No.  Inspected.  71  ^ 

Tuberculosis. 

Part  carcase/ organs 
affected. 

Other  Diseases. 

.art  carcase/organs  affected.  11  2  2 

Cystmcerfcosis.  No  cases  found. 

Other  Foods  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption: - 
Cheese  -  380  lbs.  Tinned  Goods  -  1  ^  lbs. 

4- 

Disposal  of  unsound  food. 

Meat  of  value  was  stained  and  used  as  animal  food  stuffs.  Other 
unsound  food  was  buried  on  suitable  tipping  sites. 

Educational  Activity. 

rPmrii!nC!fe/J!  give?  t0  members  of  the  Chamber  of  Trade  regarding  the 
requirements  of  the  Food  Hygene  Regulations  and  other  public  health  law. 


FACTORIES. 

With  mechanical  power. 

Without  mechanical  power. 
Building/Engineering  Works. 

No  formal  notices  were  issued. 

petroleum  REGULATIONS. 

Inspections  -  3 

New  Tanks  Instated 


No. 

1 

13 

1 


Inspections 

1 

9 

1 


1 


Licences  Issued 


12. 


-3  HOUR 


Inspections  re  Shops  Act  -  7, 

3  TANS.  SHTi’.'ns  Sites  inspected  — 


2. 


14.  Nuisances  found  -  10.  Abated  -  .8, 


•■j  VANS.  SHEDS . 

I CANOES , 

Inspections 

MISCELLANEOUS . 

43  Inspections. 

JON CLU II ON. 

J"  t3?is  my  Jirst  ye?r  with  Council  I  have  spent  a  great  deal  of 

ueating  and  investigating  the  various  water  supplies,  sewerage  and 

SerViCeS  which  are  my  responsibility.  PIt  is’ obvIoSs^hafmos- 
.  .aiese  require  serious  and  urgent  attention.  During  the  year  several 

•arried  °^t^mprovement  were  prepared  and  considerable  work  has  already  been 

Medic1!  an-pffnoefU^- f£r  your  suPPort  and  the  co-operation  of  your  Clerk  and 
Medic  .1  Officer  which  has  made  this  possible. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.R.  LAWSON. 

Public  Health  Officer. 


MASHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


North  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  ending  31st  December  1956 . 

Cha i rman : -  CHARLES  NKSOM  Esq . 
Vice-Chairman:-  H.H.  HARDY  Esq, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

J.L.  Cotton,  M.B. ,  Ch.B. ,  D.P.H. 

Surveyor  and  Acting  Sanitary  Inspector. 

F.R«  Lawson  M.P.H.I. A. 


Tc  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
M a sham  Rural  District  Council, 

Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  .annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  district  for  the  year  1956. 

The  birth  rate  increased  tu  13.4  per  1000  population  (9.09  in 
1955)  compared  with  15.6  per  1000  population  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  death  rate  also  increased  to  15*9  compared  with  the  national  figure 
of  11-7  per  1000  population. 

In  the  field  of  environmental  hygiene  1956  was  a  year  of  progress. 
The  scheme  to  improve  Masham* s  sewerage  system  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
..■a  started  during  the  year  and  some  80$  of  the  work  had  been  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  concern  expressed  about  the  water  supply 
I/O.  to  a  scheme  being  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local 
Government  for  thej r  approval.  This  scheme  is  to  augment  the  water 
supply  to  Masham,  Healey,  Nearby  and  Ellingtons.  In  addition, 
preliminary  surveys  were  carried  out  at  Ellingstring  where  a  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  scheme  is  urgently  needed.  Primary  consideration 
was  also  given  to  the  need  for  additional  Council  houses  at  Masham. 

Much  of  this  progress  has  been  made  possible  by  the  appointment 
of  :  full  timesJ.Public  Health  Inspector  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the 
sanitary  stashes  to  be  found  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Members 
:.c  Officials  of  the  Council  for  the  help  and  support  I  have  received 
rotn  treru  during  the  year, 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient.  Servant, 

JOHN  L.  COTTON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

SECTION  A. 

ST-iTI  ST  I  OS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

( a /  GENERAL  STAT 1ST ICS, 


ea  (in  acres)  23,993 

Population  (Registrar  General'  estimate  of 

Resident  -opulutior  mid-ye?  r  .1956)  1  .64® 

Net  decrease  of  Resident  Population,  mid  -year 

;  95  9»'  r)56  „ N  10 

Population  ( 1 931  0 ensue i  2 , 024 

Population  (1951  Census)  1,738 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  1956.  546 

Rateable  value  (at  1st  April  195f)  33,925 

Product  of  1  d  rate,  (estimated  at  1st  April  1957)  £139. 


(b)  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Males. 

Female®. 

Total. 

Rate/ 10 

Local. 

00  house  pop'n. 

England  &  Wales. 

• 

Live  Births: 

Legitimate. 

9 

13 

22) 

13.4 

15.6  ‘ 

Illegitimate. 

0 

0 

o) 

Still  Births: 

Legitimate. 

0 

1 

1) 

23. 0* 

Illegitimate. 

0 

0 

o) 

Deaths. 

All  causes. 

16 

10 

26 

15.9* 

11.7  * 

Natural  causes. 

0 

0 

0 

0* 

0.56 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

(Under  two  years.) 

0 

0.. 

0 

1 

0 

xRates  per  100^  total  (live  and  still)  "births. 


INFANTILE  DEATHS ,  (Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year.) 
All  Infants. 


All  infants. 
Legitimate  infants. 


Illegitimate  Infants. 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages).  -  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  -  Nil. 

CLASSIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Cause  of  Death. 


Tuberculosis. 

Malignant  Disease. 

C „rdio  Vascular. 

Pneumonia. 

Alier  respiratory  diseases. 
Digestive  Diseases. 
Congenital  malpormatis. 
'"■‘•her  Diseases, 
a-ior  Vehicle  Accidents. 
Other  Accidents. 

Suicide. 


Tex a. I  Deaths  (all  causes.) 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

0 

0 

0 

5 

2 

7 

9 

7 

16 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

16 

10 

26 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1000  live 
births. 

Local.  England  &  Wales 

0 

0 

0 

0  24.9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Rate/1000  elegitimate 

births) . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Rate/100  illegitimate 

births) . 

POPULATION  TREND., 


1956. 

1955. 

1954. 
- Y 

1953. 

1  952. 

1951  . 

19p0. 

1949. 

Mid-year  Population. 

1 640 

1650 

1650 

1645 

1657 

1658 

1659 

1721 

Birth  Rate. 

13.4 

9.09 

9.76 

14.0 

12.1 

12.7 

14.2 

12.2 

Deaxh  Rate. 

15.9 

10.3 

11.0 

11.6 

7.8 

1S.1 

17.1 

13.9 

•4 


♦ 


-  3  - 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 


It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  Section  47  of  the 
above  Act  which  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to  a  place  of 
safety  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 
LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Friarage  Hospital,  Northallerton. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  County  Council  supply  ambulance, 
services  from  their  station  at  Thirsk. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 

Local  Hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  Northallerton 
Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the  Newcastle  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  In  addition,  a  number  of  residents  receive  both  in-patient  and 
out-patient  treatment  at  hospitals  under  the  control  of  the  Ripon  and 
Harrogate  Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOMES. 

The  Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery  service  is  under  the 
general  direction  of  the  County  Council  with  the  day  to  day 
administration  dealth  with  by  the  Wensleydale  Area  Local  Health  Sub- 
Committee  through  ohe  district  Medical  Officer.  One  district  nurse/ 
midwife  operates  in  the  area. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

This  service  is  under  the  general  direction  of  the  County  Council 
with  the  day  to  day  administration  dealth  with  by  the  Wensleydale  Area 
Local  Health  Sub-Committee.  The  equivalent  of  .3  whole  time  domestic 
Helps  were  employed  in  the  district  during  the  year  and  a  total  of  749 
hours  worked.  One  family  was  assisted. 

SECTION  C. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

(a)  Masham,  Healey  and  Fearby  -  a  scheme  was  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  augment  the  above  supply. 
This  has  since  been  modified  and  approval  is  still  awaited  from  the 
Ministry.  Tests  have  shown  that  not  only  are  the  present  sources 
:u..isuff icient  but  also  that  the  distribution  system  is  inadequate  far 
present  day  demands. 

'b)  Ellingstring  and  Ellingtons  -  the  supply  is  inadequate  to 
supply  sufficient  water  under  drought  conditions.  For  considerable 
periods  it  was  necessary  to  supplement  the  supply  from  the  springs  at 
High  Ellington  which  are  of  poor  auality.  A  scheme  is  being  prepared 

for  improving  the  above  supply. 

.)  Ilton  -  Considerable  improvements  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year,  details  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  Public  Health  ; 
Inspectors  report. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Masham  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  was  commenced  in 
August  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  80$  of  the  work  had. 
been  completed.  Preliminary  surveys  were  carried  out  at  Ellingstring 
to  prepare  a  scheme  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  village, 
.'he  position  in  Feaiiry  regarding  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  is  most 
unsatisfactory  and  a  new  scheme  will  be  required  in  the  near  future. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

A  new  tip  was  acquired  in  Healey  Pasture  Quarry.  It  is  a  very 

satisfactory  site  and  should  prove  adequate,  for  many  years.  The  old 
tip  ao  Fearby  has  been  levelled  and  closed. 


SECTION  D. 


HOUSING* 

Details  are  to  be  found,  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector's  report. 

SECTION  E. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Details  are  to  be  found,  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector's  report. 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALANCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

No  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the  year. 
DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  immunisation  state  of  the  child 
population  in  the  Wensleydale  Local  Health  Area  of  which  the  Masham 
Rural  District  forms  a  paft. 

Age  Group.  Immunised. 

0-4  50% 

5  -14  92 % 

SMALL  POX  VACCINATION. 

40%  of  the  children  bom  during  the  year  were  notified  as  having 
been  vaccinated  against  small  pox  ( 20 %  in  1955). 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  parents  of  children  bom 
at /Ween  1947  and  1954  (inclusive)  were  invited  to  register  their  children 
f o vaccination  against  poliomyelitis.  In  this  area  100  children  were 
registered  out  of  an  estimated  total  of  180  who  were  eligible  for 
This  gives  a  55%  response  compared  with  less  than  39%  for  the  country 
as  a  whole.  21  children  in  the  area  received  a  complete  course  of 
vaccination  during  the  year.  This  comparatively  low  figure  was  due  to 
the  small  amount  of  vaccine  available. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases. 


Pea ths > 


Pulmon^y. 

Non-pulmona  r.v . 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

! 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

'b’der  1 

. 

- 

— 

- 

♦— 

— 

— 

— 

' 

5  -  14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

'  5  -  24 

1 

—  f 

V  '  • ,  f.T. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

:•  •  34 

...  |  ~ 

r  (  1  ;• 

— 

— 

— 

- 

53  -  44 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  -  54 

~  l  - 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

55  -  64 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Ov  64 

.  i 

—  ,  .— 

~ 

— 

- 

— 

TOTAL* 

-  - 

— 

— 

— 

- 

! 

1 

There  were  5  cases  of  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  no  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  Register  at  the  31st  December  1956.  This 
g?  es  a  rate  of  3.05  cases  of  tuberculosis  per  1000  population  as  compared 
with  3.03  in  1955. 


